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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 CAIRO 13533 161048Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-08 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 /026 W 

050617 161214Z/53 

R 151406Z AUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8314 
INFO USDOC WASHDC 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

UNCLAS CAIRO 13533 

E.O. 1152: N/A 

TAGS: ECRE, ELTN, EG 

SUB J : SUEZ CANAL TUNNEL 

REF: CAIRO 9960 

1 . AUGUST 9 CAIRO PRESS REPORTS THAT SCHEDULE HAS BEEN SET FOR 
FURTHER WORK ON AND EVENTUAL COMPLETION OF SUB-SUEZ CANAL TUNNEL 
AT EL SHATT, NORTH OF SUEZ CITY. STORIES REFER TO MEETINGS OF 
TECHNICAL COMMITTEE FOR PROJECT, INCLUDING U.S. AND BRITISH CON- 
SULTANTS, TO DISCUSS PLANS. 

2. ACCORDING PRESS, A SMALL (4-METER DIAMETER) TEST TUNNEL, ON 
WHICH WORK IS SCHEDULED TO BEGIN NEXT MONTH, WILL BE DUG UNDER 
THE CANAL FOLLOWING THE COURSE EVENTUALLY TO BE TAKEN BY THE 
FINAL, MUCH LARGER, TUNNEL. THIS WILL ENABLE ENGINEERS TO EX- 
PLORE UNDERGROUND CONDITIONS. 

3. WORK ON TEST TUNNEL IS ESTIMATED TAKE 8 MONTHS, WITH MAY 1978 
TARGET COMPLETION DATE. CONSTRUCTION OF MAIN TUNNEL IS TO BEGIN 
IN JULY 1978, AFTER OPPORTUNITY ASSESS RESULTS OF SMALLER ONE, 

AND WORK WILL TAKE, ACCORDING PRESS, 159 WEEKS. SPECIAL 
EQUIPMENT FOR TUNNEL CONSTRUCTION IS TO BE ORDERED FROM 
FOREIGN FIRMS. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 CAIRO 13533 161048Z 

4. EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT AMERICAN CONSULTANT REFERRED 
TO PARA 1 IS ENGINEERING FIRM OF TIPPETTS, ABBETT, MC CARTHY 
AND STRATTON (TAMS). SAME FIRM ACTS AS IN-HOUSE CONSULTANT 
TO MINISTRY OF HOUSING AND RECONSTRUCTION, BUT TUNNEL 
PROJECT BEING HANDLED BY DIFFERENT TEAM UNDER SEPARATE 
CONTRACT. 
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5. COMMENT: ABOVE INDICATES THAT THERE HAS BEEN LITTLE 
PROGRESS MADE ON SOUTHERNMOST TUNNEL. COMPLETION TIME OF 
MORE THAN THREE YEARS ALSO SUGGESTS TECHNICAL LIMITATIONS 
ON PRESIDENT SADAT'S DESIRE TO SPEED CONSTRUCTION OF 
TUNNELS. IF SCHEDULE OUTLINED IN ARTICLE IS ACCURATE. 

EARLIEST DATE FOR COMPLETION IS NOW MID- 1981. POSSIBLY 
RELATED IS FACT THAT PRESIDENT SADAT HAS ANNOUNCED HE 
WILL VISIT AL-SHATT TUNNEL WORK DURING MONTH OF RAMADAN, 

HIS SECOND VISIT IN TWO MONTHS. 

EILTS 
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